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Autumn Statement reaction: Roads
investment and potholes

RAC chief engineer David Bizley said: “We are pleased the Chancellor has
sought to protect the funds allocated to the Road Investment Strategy as this
demonstrates a firm commitment to protect and improve the country’s crucial
road transport infrastructure in the longer term.

“The Government’s Road Investment Strategy shows that for every £1 spent
on the projects identified, the return for the Government is £4 in the long
term, demonstrating the clear link between investing in the nation’s roads
and economic growth.



“The extra £250m being allocated to the Pothole Fund over the next five
years is good news but is, of course, no more than a drop in the ocean in
terms of the scale of the problem across Britain’s 245,000 miles of road. The
Government’s own estimated backlog for repairing local roads is up to
£8.6bn, which shows the scale of the funding shortage. We urge local
authorities to use this money wisely by carrying out preventative
maintenance rather than just short-term remedial repairs.

“Although the Government has a sound plan in place to finance
improvements to major roads, we badly need similar thinking for local roads.
We would like to see local authorities given the freedom to allocate funds to
bring their roads up to standard which, according to RAC research, is exactly
what their council tax payers want.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.
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Visit the RAC website.
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