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Comment on DfT road traffic estimates
GB 2017

RAC roads policy spokesman Nicholas Lyes said: “The data reflects what
motorists are telling us - that they are more dependent on their cars to get to
work, visit family and friends and manage their daily lives than ever before
and they are finding that public transport is failing to provide a reliable and
effective alternative.

“The dramatic drop in the number of miles driven by buses is a major cause
for concern. We know that for many people public transport options are
sparse, or that it is simply not affordable nor practical, but as a country we
should be doing all we can to increase the number of services and their
frequency at the same time as lowering fares in order to get motorists to see
them as genuine alternatives.

“Drivers tell us they are concerned about increasing congestion and journey
times, yet over three quarters of people say they could not live without their
car. Despite drivers reporting that they are spending more on fuel and
insurance, there is a genuine desire to use alternative transport options
where practical. In meantime, they are having to deal with increasingly busy
roads and as such it’s vitally important that promised investment into the
road network gives the extra capacity and increased journey reliability which
were promised. Motorists contribute over £40bn a year to the Treasury in
motoring related taxation and will be unforgiving if promised upgrades are
not forthcoming.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
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right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to more than
13 million private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. The RAC is also at the forefront in helping drivers make the switch
to electric vehicles and leads in the development of new solutions for
businesses and OEMs, partnering with the best in the motoring and mobility
space.

Visit the RAC website.

Contacts

RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request

https://www.rac.co.uk/
mailto:press.office@rac.co.uk
tel:Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown queries, call 0330 159 0740
tel:Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown queries, call 0330 159 0740
tel:Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown queries, call 0330 159 0740

