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More needs to be done to incentivise
drivers to choose cleaner vehicles

Commenting on the joint select committee report published today which
examines the Government's air quality plans, RAC head of roads policy
Nicholas Lyes said:

"The Government's longer term ambition to end the sale of petrol and diesel
vehicles should be matched by a shorter term one which does more to
incentivise drivers to choose cleaner alternatives.

"With the latest figures showing a drop in the number of electric cars being
sold in the UK at the start of this year compared to 2017, now is the time to
ask whether incentives such as the plug-in grant scheme are doing enough to
change drivers' buying habits. The Government may need to be far more
radical by looking at VAT on sales of zero-emission vehicles.

"There is also a lot of work to be done to demonstrate that the country is
ready for a new era of cleaner vehicles. While manufacturers have committed
to selling many more hybrid and pure electric models which will help bring
the price of these down, this needs to be backed by the right infrastructure -
such as the availability of more high-speed charging infrastructure which can
help allay drivers' range anxiety. It should also look at key areas such as on-
street charging for residents, and at destination points such as car parks
where drivers are likely to leave their vehicles for longer periods. A
combination of competitive up-front vehicle costs and confidence in the
charging infrastructure should provide the tipping point for a transition to
zero-emission vehicles.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
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at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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