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New data shows UK car traffic levels at an
all-time high: RAC reaction

RAC roads policy spokesman Nick Lyes said: “While traffic has only increased
very slightly on the previous year it has taken us to record levels, but the
longer term picture is more concerning with overall traffic since 1995
growing by 18.6% in stark contrast to the overall length of our roads which
has only increased by 2.4%.

“The data shows the length of motorways increased by 11.8%, however in the
same period traffic levels on motorways increased by 44%, demonstrating
that major road usage is outstripping road space.

“The number of cars in Britain has shot up by 43% from 21 million in 1995 to
over 30 million in 2015, yet in that time the country’s roads are just under
6,000 miles longer.

“Having a road network that is fit for purpose, in terms of being able to cope
with increased traffic as well as being maintained to an acceptable level, is
vital for a prosperous economy. There is little doubt that the Government’s
Road Investment Strategy recognises the importance of this, but these figures
show there is a lot of catching up that must be done.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.
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About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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