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RAC comment on Government plans to
trial lorry platooning

Commenting on the Government's announcement that it plans to trial
platooning of lorries on UK roads. RAC roads policy spokesman Nicholas Lyes
said:

“We broadly support the Government’s commitment to a thorough and
independent phased trial to examine the safety and feasibility of lorry
platooning. However it is vital that every step is taken to ensure that the
public are made fully aware of the details of these tests to give them
confidence that the technology will be safe in practice. It is also important
that drivers are aware through signage that autonomous platoons are on the
carriageway – seeing manned lorries driving very close to each other could
be a disconcerting sight in a high speed environment. It is vital that system
checks and processes also reduce any likeliness of a catastrophic breakdown
amongst any of the lorries.

“The principle offers clear benefits in helping to reduce congestion at the
same time as lowering emissions and fuel costs. However, the safety of all
other roads users must always be the priority and guiding principle of a
robust trial.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.
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The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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