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RAC comments on Mayor of London ULEZ
policy

In response to the Mayor of London Sadiq Khan's announcement that
introducing ULEZ into the captial a year early,RAC head of external affairs
Pete Williams said: “While bold action is needed to tackle London’s air quality
problem, we fear bringing in the ULEZ a year early could unfairly penalise
small businesses with older vehicles, as well as less well-off private
motorists. These same groups will also be worst hit by the toxicity charge
that comes in next year.

“Small firms operating in the capital now face a real challenge and need to
start planning for the changes announced by the mayor changes now – either
by gradually refreshing their fleets or by considering leasing, which ensures
vehicles supplied will be compliant and potentially more cost effective in the
long term.

“The question is whether motorists are really being given the time they need
to change vehicles. Many will have bought smaller, more efficient Euro 5
diesel vehicles in recent years in good faith – believing they were doing the
right thing for the environment thanks to their lower CO2 emissions. These
drivers now have a whole year less to switch to something even cleaner to
avoid being affected by the ULEZ.

“It is also vital that pressure remains on cleaning up London’s buses and
taxis, which contribute significantly to poorer local air quality. Finally, since
congestion is inextricably linked with poor air quality, efforts to get traffic
flowing in the capital more freely also need to be stepped up. Data indicates
some average traffic speeds in London are now slower than those in the
horse and cart era.”



The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to more than
13 million private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. The RAC is also at the forefront in helping drivers make the switch
to electric vehicles and leads in the development of new solutions for
businesses and OEMs, partnering with the best in the motoring and mobility
space.

Visit the RAC website.
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