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RAC comments on Policy Exchange diesel
proposals

Commenting on proposals put forward by think tank Policy Exchange, RAC
public affairs manager Nick Lyes said:

“The RAC recognises that improving local air quality is an extremely
important issue, however the focus should be on encouraging owners of older
diesel vehicles to switch to cleaner models; This could include new, cleaner
diesels as a Euro 6 diesel vehicle emits significantly lower NOx and
particulate emissions than a Euro 5 diesel. Cleaner diesel vehicles also have
an important role to play in reducing CO2 emissions, which are the primary

http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/media-centre/blogs/category/item/use-fiscal-policies-to-drive-away-from-diesel-and-clean-up-air-pollution


cause of climate change.

“It also important to note that poor air quality is predominantly a local issue.
The RAC feels that clean air zones, which specifically target areas where
emissions are high, could be part of the solution to discourage older, dirtier
vehicles from entering areas where nitrogen oxide emissions and particulates
are at problematic levels. Efforts should also be made to clean up all vehicles
that contribute to the problem, including older buses and taxis.

“If this proposal were to be adopted by the Government, it could cause a
swing in demand that motor manufacturers might have difficultly handling
because production capacity is geared to the current mix of petrol and diesel
engines. It could also penalise light commercial vehicle purchasers whose
vehicle duties are often far more suited to diesels because of the engine
speed/torque relationships for Diesels which allows a heavily loaded vehicle
to pull away from a standing start at low revs."

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.
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At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request
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