
Mar 09, 2018 18:11 GMT

RAC comments on call for evidence on
cycle safety

Following the Government's call for evidence around cycle safety, Nicholas
Lyes, head of roads policy at the RAC, said:

“The Government’s call for evidence is a welcome move. Many cyclists will
also be drivers, and a significant minority of motorists also cycle regularly.
There is a role for drivers to better understand the sorts of dangers that
cyclists face on our roads. We would encourage reforms to the theory test to
place greater emphasis on how much space drivers should give cyclists and
also the dangers faced at junctions. We also believe that promoting the
‘Dutch reach’ can also raise awareness amongst drivers and passengers of
cyclists when opening their car doors. But it is important to note that all road
users have a responsibility to abide by road traffic laws for the safety of
themselves and others.

“We still feel segregation is the best option for the safety of both cyclists and
motorists; however, drivers complain that in some cases, cycle superhighways
and segregated cycle lanes are not used widely outside of peak hours. This
raises questions about how best we can make best use of our road space
throughout the day. The risk is that reducing road space can actually
exacerbate congestion issues.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.
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About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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