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RAC comments on driverless lorry
platoon trials in the UK

Following media reports that the UK could see trials of driverless lorry
systems, or 'driverless lorry platoons', RAC chief engineer David Bizley said:
“The RAC would in principle welcome this kind of development but it does
raise a lot of questions in terms of how the technology can be adopted safely.

“On the one hand there are a number of significant benefits that are being
forecast as a result of the introduction of driverless lorries, such as an
average fuel reduction of around 10% and improved motorway capacity
because the lorries in the group will be far closer to one another than in a
normal driving situation. It should also add to safety on the roads as there’s
less opportunity for human error.

“In terms of the trials, it is our understanding that there will be drivers in
every lorry until the technology is thoroughly proven, which is obviously a
condition we would welcome. But looking further ahead to the point where
there is one driver at the ‘front of the train’, the responsibility on their
shoulders will be far greater and they may themselves need help from driver
assistance technology to minimise the risk of error.

“But one of the main questions is really whether lorry platoons are
appropriate for our motorway network, which is why the choice of the M6 in
Cumbria for the trials is a good one because the junctions are few and far
between and the traffic density is low compared with most stretches of
motorway.

“So while this is a potentially welcome extension to the driverless technology
we are seeing trialled in cars, it’s not clear yet whether it is something that
would work in practice on the UK’s motorway network.”



The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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