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RAC comments on National Travel Survey
2016 findings

Commenting on figures released today as part of the National Travel Survey
2016, RAC roads policy spokesman Nicholas Lyes said:

“The National Travel Survey gives us an eye-opening view on the long-term
changing trends in travel across the UK.

“The number of young people learning to drive is clearly decreasing, with the
main reasons given for this being a lack of interest in driving and the cost.
While the cost of learning to drive is significant, the spiralling cost of insuring
a car after passing the test must be the main barrier to young people starting
their driving careers.

“With other figures showing that car availability per household is now at its
highest level on record, and that over the last ten years the majority of
journeys made by car remain extremely short, this reflects a simple reality
that for many of us the car is – rightly or wrongly – the only viable option for
most trips.

“Fewer and fewer of us appear to be opting for the one alternative form of
public transport that is most widely available – the bus. This suggests a
comprehensive, reliable and good value bus network just doesn’t exist for
many people. Huge strides are going to be needed to invest in public
transport if the Government is to encourage people to use other forms of
transport as part of trying to clean up the UK’s air.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
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at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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