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RAC comments on Prime Minister's
request for the DfT to look into graduated
driving licences for new drivers

Prime Minister May said yesterday that the Department for Transport would
review the case for a "graduated” licensing system that imposes restrictions
on drivers depending on experience.

RAC road safety spokesman Pete Williams said: “We welcome the Prime
Minister's comments that she will ask the Department for Transport to take a
look at the introduction of graduated driving licences.

“The RAC has been calling for a reform of driving education for young people
and the introduction of graduated driving licences with a minimum
supervised learning period and restrictions on the number of passengers
permitted in the car so this is a very positive step towards preventing the loss
of young lives on our roads. The RAC’s Report on Motoring showed that 35%
of young drivers felt the standard driving test does not cover all the skills
required to cope with the demands of driving today, so clearly we should be
exploring how to improve the learning experience.

“Evidence from other countries where some form of graduated driver
licensing is used shows that it has been successful in reducing the number of
collisions involving young drivers, but in order for it to be as effective as
possible it has to be part of an overall package of measures including more
extensive driver education. We welcome a common sense approach to driver
education such as the recent decision to allow probationary licence holders
to take lessons on motorway driving.



“Graduated licensing may also have a positive impact on insurance premiums
and should bring about a welcome reduction in the costs for new drivers who
are finding the cost of learning to drive, buying and insuring a vehicle
prohibitive.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service - with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year - it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC - the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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