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RAC comments on proposals for
motorway driving experience for learner
drivers

The RAC has welcomed the Government’s proposal that motorway driving
should be made compulsory for all learner drivers and a key element of the
driving test.

RAC head of external affairs Pete Williams said: “It seems eminently sensible
that learner drivers gain valuable experience of driving on the motorway
included in their driving lessons before heading out for a life on the road
alone.”

In a survey of young drivers in 2014* the RAC found that 86% of learner
drivers welcomed the idea of compulsory lessons on motorway driving. A
similar figure (89%) felt that they should receive instruction on driving in
adverse weather and 94% felt that driving in darkness should also be made
compulsory.

“The majority of drivers will readily accept that it is a crazy situation that so
much attention is focused on learning to drive on local roads, to follow a sat
nav and to parallel park without any requirement for new drivers to
experience motorway driving in a controlled manner with a qualified
instructor in a dual-controlled vehicle.

“While motorways generally are the UK’s safest roads it is a completely
different discipline requiring very different skills from other roads and it
should not be down to learner drivers to discover this for themselves without
formal training.



“There will inevitably be some practical challenges to overcome with millions
of new drivers living a significant distance from their nearest motorway. And
night time driving may prove unpopular with some and we all know that the
UK weather is notoriously unpredictable. But this should not deter the right
intentions and positive benefits for improved safety behind this move.”

* RAC survey of 700 drivers aged 17-25 years and a further 380 new drivers
conducted with RED Driving school in January 2014

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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