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RAC comments on Scottish council's
decision to redefine pothole size

RAC spokesman Rod Dennis said: “Potholes are a menace for drivers. The
state of local roads was the number one concern of Scottish drivers we
interviewed for the most recent RAC Report on Motoring, and sadly it looks as
though the situation is getting worse in some regions.

"Analysis of RAC breakdown data also shows that Scotland saw the third
greatest year-on-year rise in the number of call-outs to vehicles likely to have
suffered damaged due to poor road surfaces. In 2015 RAC patrols went to the
aid of 2,537 motorists in Scotland who had experienced broken shock
absorbers, ruined suspension parts and distorted or damaged wheels – 27%
more than they did the year before.

“It is a reality that councils are having to make some difficult decisions on
where to cut spending. And despite the state of local roads being a priority
for many motorists, spending on local road maintenance isn’t ring-fenced, so
there will always be a temptation to cut this particular line of the budget
sheet.

“Committing to only fixing larger potholes is a false economy. The larger a
pothole becomes, the greater risk it represents to road users and the more
costly it becomes to repair. While in the short term the council might save
money by repairing only larger potholes, it is saving up an expensive problem
for further down the line.

“Motorists have a role to play here though – it is now easier than ever to
report problem potholes, such as via the RAC’s Report Pothole app. By giving
councils a greater understanding of the sheer number of potholes on their
roads, there is perhaps a chance they might reconsider where budget cuts

http://bit.ly/potholeapp


take place in the future.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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Contacts

RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request
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