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RAC issues advice to drivers facing
freezing rain

RAC traffic spokesperson Rod Dennis said: “Freezing rain perhaps represents
one of the greatest challenges any driver could face. Droplets of rain which
come into contact with the ground and other surfaces freeze instantly. This
creates a huge hazard as roads may look clear and safe, despite actually
being potentially icy death traps.

“If freezing rain is forecast, put simply drivers should avoid using their
vehicles in affected areas. Signs of freezing rain can be seen when droplets of
ice start forming on anything it hits – such as trees, fences, on windscreen
wipers and mirrors. Also if you have a temperature gauge on your dashboard
and it is reading zero degrees or less and it starts to rain then you know it is
very likely to turn to freezing rain. If this is the case, it will form sheet ice on
the roads very quickly, making for particularly treacherous driving conditions.
Rain can also freeze directly on to the windscreen while you’re driving, so
keep the blowers hot and directed here to reduce the chance of this
happening.

“If you are driving and encounter freezing rain, slow down gently and be
prepared for your vehicle to lose grip and potentially skid. Hold the steering
wheel with both hands, try to use lower revs by getting into a higher gear
and avoid braking on bends by slowing down on the straight. Also be aware
that other drivers will be encountering similar conditions so keep a large gap
between yourself and the car in front. If you don’t feel confident driving in
the conditions or if conditions worsen, find somewhere safe to park, be
prepared to leave your vehicle and wait for conditions to improve.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
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at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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