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RAC reacts to publication of new draft air
quality plan

Reacting to the publication today by Defra of a new draft air quality plan, RAC
chief engineer David Bizley said:

“We welcome many of the proposals which have been included in the air
quality strategy published today – namely encouraging local authorities to
improve traffic flow, giving consideration to replacing speed humps with
other means to safely slow vehicles down, a very clear focus on those most
polluting vehicles such as buses and taxis, and encouraging the cutting of
unnecessary engine idling.  

“However, it is deeply worrying that local authorities have an option of
introducing chargeable Clean Air Zones which would affect owners of
relatively new diesel and some petrol vehicles. This potentially could impact
millions of motorists and while the Government has said it wants to
discourage authorities from going down this route, the strategy does not give
a clear steer on how and when local authorities should implement which type
of clean air zone.

“The RAC is clear on this - we believe that efforts should squarely be focused
on tackling those oldest vehicles that do the highest number of miles in
affected areas, and that charges to owners of all but the newest diesel cars
should be an absolute last resort.

“There is also no guidance yet published on what charges to motorists might
be – which will undoubtedly make many motorists anxious of what may be in
store.

“The Government has ruled out a large scale scrappage scheme on value for

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/air-quality-plan-for-tackling-nitrogen-dioxide/


money grounds, but has indicated it is still open to a more targeted scheme –
a move which we cautiously welcome.

“Finally, we believe that improving driving styles can have a much bigger role
to play in reducing emissions than is suggested in the consultation.
Telematics technology is available today to help drivers change their driving
style.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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Contacts

RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request
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