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RAC reacts to reports on 20mph zones in
Bath and North East Somerset

Responding to reports concerning possible impacts of 20mph zones in the
Bath and North East Somerset council area, RAC road safety spokesman Pete
Williams said:

“It is too early to draw constructive conclusions from a small study over a
short period. We urge the Government to support local councils by
conducting a national study into the effectiveness and best practice for the
use of 20mph zones in a wide variety of locations and urban environments.

“The RAC has consistently highlighted that blanket 20mph zones are not the
right approach as compliance diminishes as drivers have less confidence in
their necessity or effectiveness – our Report on Motoring revealed that four
in ten drivers (41%) admit to speeding in 20mph limit areas. Nevertheless the
RAC supports 20mph limits around accidents black spots and areas with high
footfall and vulnerable road users such as around schools and hospitals.

“It is also clear that simply erecting a speed limit sign does little to change
entrenched behaviours and what is required is a combination of interventions
including better enforcement to ensure drivers know they are likely to be
caught, an effective awareness-raising campaign, and better road design
which makes roads ‘feel-like’ a 20mph limit road. There has to be scope for a
smart approach to local traffic and road safety with consideration for variable
speed limits, appropriate traffic calming measures and better engagement
with local communities.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
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individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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