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RAC welcomes £1 diesel but says it was
slow in coming - filling up will be £10
cheaper than a year ago

The RAC said the diesel price cut by major supermarkets to below £1 a litre is
great news for diesel drivers, particularly after the expense of Christmas, but
it is long overdue. And the really good news is diesel car drivers with an
average 55 litre fuel tank will be saving over £10 every time they fill-up
compared with this time last year.

RAC Fuel Watch spokesman Pete Williams said: "The UK's 11 million diesel
drivers will clearly welcome this move by the big supermarkets, although it
would be fair to say it has been slow in coming.

“The wholesale price of diesel has been around two pence cheaper than the
wholesale price of petrol since a couple of weeks before Christmas so we
should have seen these cuts earlier and that is what the RAC has been calling
for.

"We hope that other supermarkets and the cheaper fuel retailers will follow
suit swiftly and do the right thing for motorists. This should reduce the
average price of diesel across the UK for motorists everywhere who can then
benefit from the low price of crude oil on the world commodity market."

“Saudi Arabia has also reiterated its intention not to cut oil production so the
world will continue to be awash with oil as demand is also down suggesting
that sustained lower petrol and diesel prices are going to be around for much
of 2016.

“This is great news for consumers and motorists generally for whom the cost



of motoring is one of their biggest gripes. But it will also benefit UK business
which runs on diesel and should be a further stimulus to the economy.

“The lion’s share of the price we pay at the pump, around 75%, goes to the
Treasury in duty and VAT. The rest of the price is production, refinery costs,
distribution and the fuel retailers' margin. This means that there is a limit to
how low we will see the price of diesel and petrol go but prices could well
continue to fall and a pump price of as low as 90 pence a litre is not that far-
fetched.”

“The focus has been on the price of petrol but with more diesel sold in the
UK the retailers should be more transparent and reflect the savings they are
making in the wholesale price more swiftly at the pump.  And right now the
wholesale diesel price is cheaper than that of wholesale petrol.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.
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Visit the RAC website.
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RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
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