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Transport Secretary suggests motorway
speed limit might be reviewed - RAC
reaction

Responding to reports that suggest the Transport Secretary may consider a
review of speed limits on UK motorways, RAC head of policy Nicholas Lyes
said:

“The Transport Secretary raises a valid point in relation to the possibility that
overall emissions could be lower if a move to an 80mph limit was
accompanied by a large increase in the numbers of electric vehicles using
these roads.

"However, any move to raise speed limits on motorways to 80mph is
fundamentally an issue of safety. Part of the problem is that at present, there
is a high proportion of drivers that break the 70mph limit, and drive nearer to
80mph. If the speed limit were to be changed to 80mph, there is a risk that
the new default becomes even higher.

"Our motorways are currently the safest roads on the entire network, and we
wouldn’t want to see anything happen that changes this. So unless there is
compelling evidence that a change in the limit on some stretches of road
would not adversely affect safety, the current limit should be retained.” 

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.
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About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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