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Around 22m leisure trips planned for this
bank holiday weekend – the highest in six
years

Some 22m leisure journeys by car are planned for this bank holiday weekend,
more than 8m more than last year and the highest number since the RAC first
started asking drivers in 2014, according to new figures.*

As the current run of bank holidays comes to an end, with many people
enjoying four days off over the course of just six weeks, it looks as though
people are as eager as ever to get out and enjoy the longer days. And it is the
major roads leading to popular bank holiday destinations that are likely to
bear the brunt of the traffic, the RAC predicts.

Getaways look set to peak on Saturday with an estimated 6.6m separate trips
planned (up from 3.8m last year), followed by bank holiday Monday (5.6m, up
from 2.9m) and this coming Friday (5.3m, up from 4.5m), a day when drivers
look likely to experience some lengthy jams as regular weekday traffic
combines with the expected leisure traffic. It means that in total it is
estimated there will be in the region of 22.5m leisure journeys taken by UK
drivers between Friday and the end of the long weekend.

Manchester-based RAC patrol of the year Ben Aldous said:

“Our research suggests a lot of drivers are planning on taking to the road over
this weekend, with routes leading to the coasts, national parks and highlands
like the Lake District likely to see significant volumes of traffic – and some
extensive jams.

“No-one wants a breakdown to interrupt their enjoyment of the weekend, and



it’s a fact that a little TLC of a vehicle can go a long way towards preventing
one. At this time of year, when warmer weather coincides with traffic jams,
it’s particularly important that every driver is confident their car can ‘keep its
cool’ to avoid a breakdown. So we strongly recommend lifting the bonnet to
check the coolant is at the right level, and if it’s not to either top up or visit a
good local garage to get it checked out.

“We also continue to see drivers running into a lot of problems caused by
under-inflated tyres, and those in poor condition. It’s crucial to check tyre
tread and pressure before every long journey – it takes just minutes, and with
many people likely to cover considerable distances this weekend it really can
make the difference between being safe and being sorry.”

Met Office Deputy Chief Meteorologist, Chris Bulmer said:

“This upcoming Bank Holiday weekend will start off fine and warm with
sunny spells in the south, but for northern parts of the UK it’ll be cooler,
cloudier and breezy with some rain at times.

“At the moment Saturday looks to be one of the better days of the weekend
with the promise of sunshine for most, whereas Sunday will be cloudier with
outbreaks of rain moving in from the west. By Monday this rain and cloud
should clear with a return to sunny spells and the odd shower in places,
feeling cooler across the country in the fresh westerly breeze.”

Highways England has said it is removing more than 700 miles of roadworks
ahead of the weekend, meaning around 97% of motorways and major A-roads
will be free of roadworks.
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Traffic this weekend

Date Planned   leisure trips
by car

Major   roads likely to be particularly
busy between

Friday   24 May 5.6m 4pm   and 7pm

Saturday   25 May 6.6m 10am   and 3pm

Sunday   26 May 5m 10am   and 3pm

Monday   27 May 5.3m 12pm   and 4pm

Total   Friday to
Monday

22.5m

The RAC website has comprehensive adviceto drivers on how to reduce the
chances of a vehicle breakdown.

Notes to Editors

* 2019 figures based on a survey of 2,100 UK drivers’ travel plans for this
weekend. 2018 figure: 14m journeys between Friday before up to bank
holiday Monday inclusive; 2014 figure: 12.2m

//datawrapper.dwcdn.net/htWhI/1/
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/travel/driving-in-the-uk/how-to-avoid-a-summer-breakdown/


About the RAC

First formed in 1897, the RAC has been looking after the needs of its
members for more than 120 years.

Today it has approximately 10m members and is one of the UK’s most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC supports the interests of its members and UK drivers at a national
level. This includes voicing concerns about the increasing cost of motoring,
particularly the price of fuel and the high level of tax levied on it, advancing
levels of road safety, and supporting the needs of all drivers, from young to
old.

The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring – first published in 1989 – is one of a
kind and provides a clear insight into the concerns and issues facing today’s
motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch. It provides
a comprehensive guide to the latest UK unleaded petrol and diesel prices –
both at the wholesale level and at the pump - and tracks these prices daily to
help drivers check if the price they pay to fill up is a fair one.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.
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