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New data shows big drop in numbers
caught driving without insurance

Fewer people were caught driving without insurance in 2018 than any other
year since 2012, new data seen by RAC Insurance reveals.

A freedom of information request to the DVLA* (Driver and Vehicle Licensing
Agency) found that 79,713 people were caught breaking the law in this way
last year. This is in stark contrast to 2017 when 118,698 people were caught
– the highest in the seven years analysed – representing a 33% reduction. In
comparison to 2012 however, when the figure stood at 108,616, the decrease
is smaller at 27%.

http://www.rac.co.uk/insurance


The offence of using a vehicle uninsured against third party risks carries six
to eight penalty points which must stay on the person’s driving record for
four years from the time of being caught.

Drivers caught by a police officer using a
vehicle uninsured against third party risks

Year Number of
offences

Year-on-year
% change

% change
2018 to
2012

2012 108,616 N/A N/A

2013 108,486 0% N/A

2014 102,417 -6% N/A

2015 92,804 -9% N/A

2016 113,502 22% N/A

2017 118,698 5% N/A

2018 79,713 -33% -27%

Looking at those under the age of 17 who are not even old enough to have
lessons on public roads, there were a total of 872 such offences in 2018. This
is 47% fewer than 2017 when there were 1,644 and 31% less than the 1,255
recorded in 2012. The highest number of drivers below the legal driving age
caught since 2012 was 1,652 in 2016.

The youngest offenders in 2018 were two 11-year-olds, but the youngest on
record since 2012 was a 10-year-old who was caught in 2016.

At the other end of the age spectrum a 96-year-old was also found to be
driving without insurance in 2018 – the oldest person caught for the offence
since 2012.

Twenty-four was the age responsible for generating the highest number of
uninsured drivers in 2018 with 3,309 people being penalised. But the largest
number of these offences by people of one age seen across any year since
2012 was recorded in 2017 when there were 5,052 23-year-olds found to be
driving without insurance.

In 2011 the Department for Transport, in conjunction with the DVLA and the



Motor Insurers Bureau, introduced Continuous Insurance Enforcement. This
involves the two organisations working together to send warning letters to
uninsured drivers and then subsequently issuing fixed penalty notices (FPNs)
for those who fail to take out insurance.

RAC Insurance director Mark Godfrey said:

“It can only be good news the number of people driving without insurance
has dropped significantly in the last year and is now at its lowest in at least
seven years. This should help to keep premiums down for every driver and we
hope this continues in the years ahead.

“From 2012 to 2015 there was a steady downward trend in the number of
‘driving without insurance’ offences, but there was then an increase in 2016
followed by a six-year high in 2017 which appears to be directly linked to the
increase in the price of insurance at that time.

“The introduction of Continuous Insurance Enforcement in 2011 more than
likely explains the reduction seen in the following four years, but we believe
the increases in 2016 and 2017 are related to a rise in the average cost of
insurance.

“In November 2015 the Government raised Insurance Premium Tax from 6%
to 9.5% and followed this with two more increases, taking it to 12%. This,
along with other factors, added £100 to the average cost of insurance by the
end of 2017 which unfortunately could explain why more people drove
uninsured. This is further borne out by the higher number of fixed penalty
notices issued by the DVLA through the Continuous Insurance Enforcement
scheme over the same period**.

“The sharp drop in driving without insurance offences seen in 2018 is harder
to explain as while the average insurance premiums began to fall the
reduction in price does not seem great enough to cause such a significant
change in behaviour.

“Even though the figures show an improvement in compliance the law
demands that every driver has insurance. This is to protect everyone who
uses the road: drivers, passengers, motorcyclists, cyclists and pedestrians.
Those who drive without insurance are not only breaking the law, they are

https://www.mib.org.uk/reducing-uninsured-driving/continuous-insurance-enforcement/


also selfishly putting others, as well as themselves, at financial and legal risk.

“While no one should ever lose out financially after being involved in a
collision with an uninsured driver due to the Motor Insurers Bureau acting as
the ‘insurer of last resort’, every incident they are involved with adds to the
average cost of insurance for law-abiding drivers.” 

Notes to Editors

* Freedom of information request made to DVLA in January 2018 – FOIR7318
– IN10 offences: using a vehicle uninsured against third party risks

** Continuous Insurance Enforcement Fixed Penalty Notices issued by DVLA
for driving without insurance:

Fixed Penalty Notices issued by DVLA for
driving    without insurance under
Continuous Insurance Enforcement

Year Number of
offences

Year-on-
year  %
change

% change
2018 to
2012

2012 170,810 N/A N/A

2013 216,287 27% N/A

2014 221,386 2% N/A

2015 207,240 -6% N/A

2016 216,987 5% N/A

2017 247,589 14% N/A

2018 208,619 -16% 22%

About the RAC

First formed in 1897, the RAC has been looking after the needs of its
members for more than 120 years.

Today it has approximately 10m members and is one of the UK’s most



progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC supports the interests of its members and UK drivers at a national
level. This includes voicing concerns about the increasing cost of motoring,
particularly the price of fuel and the high level of tax levied on it, advancing
levels of road safety, and supporting the needs of all drivers, from young to
old.

The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring – first published in 1989 – is one of a
kind and provides a clear insight into the concerns and issues facing today’s
motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch. It provides
a comprehensive guide to the latest UK unleaded petrol and diesel prices –
both at the wholesale level and at the pump - and tracks these prices daily to
help drivers check if the price they pay to fill up is a fair one.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.
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