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Number of children convicted of driving
without insurance rises by 21% in two
years

Nearly 1,000 children were convicted of driving with no insurance in 2014, a
rise of more than a fifth (21%) since 2012, according to a Freedom of
Information request made by the RAC to the DVLA.*

In 2014, 991 under 17s were caught driving on public roads without
insurance, a rise of 169 over just two years – despite these individuals not
even being old enough to hold a licence. And the problem is a male-
dominated one, with 32 times as many convictions in 2014 of boys (961) as



girls (30).

The youngest child convicted of driving without insurance was an 11-year-old
boy, whereas the youngest female was a girl aged 12. Twelve boys aged 12
were convicted in contrast to just one 12-year-old girl and there were 27
boys aged 13, compared to just one girl.

Non-licence holders

Among drivers of all ages who did not hold valid driving licences and were
caught without insurance, the conviction rate has also remained stubbornly
high – rising 6% from 14,466 in 2012 to 15,307 in 2014. In total – taking in
full, provisional and non-licenced holders – 100,323 people were convicted
in 2014, which is a 6% reduction compared to 106,233 in 2012.

Full licence holders

Even among those motorists holding full licences, men are three and a half
times more likely to be convicted of driving without a valid insurance policy
than women: in 2014, there was a total of 45,838 male convictions, compared
to just 12,879 female convictions. However, there was a 9% fall in the total
number of convictions among men that hold full driving licences – from
50,454 in 2012 to 45,838 in 2014.

Male full licence holders 65 and over

Some of the largest rises in convictions were among male full licence holders
aged 65 and over; in this age group, convictions rose 23% from 809 (2012) to
992 (2014). Convictions involving women of the same age group grew 19%
from 148 to 176 cases.

The oldest man holding a full licence and convicted of driving with no
insurance in 2014 was aged 94, while the two oldest women were aged 88.

RAC Insurance director Mark Godfrey said: “In trying to discover how many
people have been convicted of driving without insurance, we found there is a
shocking number of children who are caught driving before they’re even old
enough to apply for a provisional licence, let alone have proper instruction.



“Sadly, we may have little choice but to accept there will always be a
minority of young males who will be prepared to drive without a licence or
insurance. The fact that the number convicted has remained so high suggests
a greater focus is needed to work with this group, so they understand better
the risks and potential consequences of their actions.

“It also continues to be the case that men, and indeed boys, are far more
likely to be convicted of driving without insurance than women or girls.

“But what is especially worrying is that these figures are really only the tip of
the iceberg as the insurance industry estimates there are in the region of one
million uninsured drivers on the road. This means only a tenth of drivers
thought to be breaking the law in this way have been caught.

“Insurance is a mandatory driving requirement for good reason; it’s there to
protect drivers, as well as their passengers and other road users and property
owners. Anyone who drives without insurance is not only breaking the law,
they are also selfishly putting others, as well as themselves, at financial and
legal risk.

“The rise in the number of qualified male drivers aged over 65 being caught
is, however, a surprise. With an ageing population, there are now more older
men driving – numbers rose by about 4% between November 2012 and
March 2014,** but the number of male convictions between 2012 and 2014
grew at more than five times that rate.

“On a positive note there has been a notable reduction in the number of men
of any age holding full or provisional licences being caught, with a 7% fall of
5,146 convictions. The figures for non-licence holders, however, have
remained stubbornly high since 2012.

“The alarming increases revealed in this Freedom of Information request are
all the more significant when you consider that the number of dedicated
roads policing officers has declined by 23%, or 1,279 officers between 2010
and 2014, meaning there are fewer officers to catch offenders.

“This fact has not been lost on drivers with 60%*** of motorists believing
there are insufficient numbers of police officers on the roads to enforce
driving laws, and as a result there is little chance of law-breakers being



caught and prosecuted for anything other than speeding or running a red
light, offences that tend to be enforced via cameras.

“The recent double rise in Insurance Premium Tax by the Chancellor is
unlikely to be helpful in reducing the numbers of uninsured drivers. Insurers
will inevitably pass the increased IPT cost on to the motorist and higher
premiums may encourage some, particularly younger drivers, to break the
law.

“Young people already pay the largest insurance premiums of all and this will
only make things worse for them by making it even more expensive to gain
the independence and work opportunities that having a car brings.

“We urge the Government to treat telematics ‘black box’ car insurance
policies that encourage young people to drive more safely to be exempt from
IPT, or failing that for them to be given a lower rate which lessens their
overall insurance costs.”

Notes to Editors

* FOI data obtained from the DVLA analysed by the RAC, using latest
available full year data (2014). 2015 figures were not used as they are subject
to upward revision as more convictions are progressed in 2016.

** Between November 2012 and March 2014 (the latest data available for
2014), the number of men aged 65 and over with a full licence increased by
4% (4,059,268 to 4,419,280).

*** Research from RAC Report on Motoring 2014

About the RAC

With more than eight million members, the RAC is one of the UK's most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic



and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of
its members and UK motorists at a national level. This includes voicing
concerns about the increasing cost of motoring, particularly the price of fuel
and the high level of tax levied on it, advancing levels of road safety, and
supporting the needs of all drivers, from young to old.

The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring – first published in 1989 – provides a
clear insight into the concerns and issues facing today’s motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow
#racfuelwatch on Twitter. RAC Fuel Watch is a comprehensive guide to the
latest UK unleaded petrol and diesel prices – both at the wholesale level and
at the pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices changed through the
previous month and compares the most recent prices with those from three,
six and 12 months before.

Key facts:

• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on
average within 30 minutes

• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’
vehicles going again

• 92% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends
and family

http://www.rac.co.uk/advice/reports-on-motoring
http://www.rac.co.uk/fuelwatch
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23racfuelwatch
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