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RAC fears extreme cold snap will lead to a
Spring pothole plague

To mark National Pothole Day the RAC publishes an online ‘Guide to the Great
British Pothole and Other Road Surface Defects’

With the travel disruption brought by the snow fast becoming a distant
memory, concern has rapidly turned to the impact the freezing conditions
have had on the UK’s already pothole-ridden roads.

The RAC is fearful that roads will suffer further degradation as a result of



water having made its way into cracks, freezing and then expanding during
last week’s Siberian blast, breaking up surfaces even more.

While the true effects will only become apparent in the coming weeks and
months, the RAC’s quarterly Pothole Index, which tracks vehicle breakdowns
as a result of damaged shock absorbers, broken suspension springs or
distorted wheels, should give an early indication of overall road surface
conditions for the first three months of 2018 when it is published in early
April.

It previously showed that RAC patrols attended 11% more breakdowns in the
last quarter of 2017 that could be attributed to potholes than in the same
period in 2016 with a total of 2,830 such breakdowns being logged between
October and December 2017 in contrast to 2,547 in the same quarter of 2016.

At this time the RAC claimed the state of the country’s road hung in the
balance, with the potential for a further sharp rise in the number of potholes
by the spring if the weather was particularly wet or cold.

RAC spokesman Simon Williams said: “While the snow caused serious short-
term travel disruption, motorists will sadly be suffering its consequences for
months and possibly years to come as our roads were already in a poor state
of repair before the extreme cold weather hit. Unfortunately, Siberian
weather was the last thing our roads needed as the freezing conditions wreak
havoc with any road surface that is in bad repair.

“We fear that this Spring we may see the emergence of almost as many
potholes as daffodils. And, although this is the season that is supposed to
signal the start of better, warmer weather, this year we think it’s likely to be
the start of even worse road surfaces for motorists to drive on.

“Despite a succession of Government ‘Pothole Funds’ the state of the UK
roads is still poor. Road users find themselves faced with a multitude of
different types of potholes and road surface defects – so much so that that
these defects are worthy of individual classification in the way that
naturalists classify species and categorise sub-species.”

With a view to drawing greater attention to the UK’s pothole plague in social
media the RAC has joined forces with campaigner Mark Morrell, who is better



known as Mr Pothole, to publish: The RAC Guide to the Great British Pothole
and Other Road Surface Defectson National Pothole Day – Thursday 8 March
2018.

The guide, which is a new ‘sideways’ interpretation of normal road
maintenance terminology, has a serious side: the aim is to encourage more
road users to report potholes and surface defects so that highways authorities
can fix them. Potholes and other road surface defects can be reported on the
RAC website at www.rac.co.uk/potholes.

Mark Morrell said: “I’ve been campaigning about the state of our roads for
five years, but in all that time I can’t remember them ever being worse. We all
know local authorities are cash-strapped but they also have a duty to provide
road surfaces that are fit for purpose which many sadly aren’t. I hope this
guide through a little humour might help to focus minds as the state of our
roads is truly becoming a national embarrassment. There is, of course, a risk
that we’ll become as obsessed with potholes as we are with the weather.”

The RAC’s Simon Williams added: “Potholes are without doubt a menace for
drivers, and indeed for all road users, as they create a totally unnecessary
road safety danger as well as costing motorists thousands of pounds in
expensive repairs to their vehicles. Our own estimates put the cost to drivers
at around £100m a year.

“Behind ‘The RAC Guide to the Great British Pothole and Other Road Surface
Defects’ is a serious message to the Government: give local authorities the
certainty of sufficient ring-fenced, long-term funding to enable them to bring
all of the UK’s roads up to a standard that is fit-for purpose.

“The Asphalt Industry Alliance estimates the one-off cost of fixing the UK’s
roads to be £12bn. We need the Government to develop a long-term funding
strategy to find this sum over a period of five to 10 years. For example, ring-
fencing 5p a litre from fuel duty revenue over five years would address the
backlog by raising almost £12bn.

“Drivers contribute in excess of £40bn in motoring taxation a year and many
feel they should not have to endure substandard roads as a result.”

To view the RAC Guide to the Great British Pothole and Other Road Surface

http://www.rac.co.uk/potholeguide
http://www.rac.co.uk/potholeguide
http://www.rac.co.uk/potholes


Defects visit: www.rac.co.uk/potholeguide.

Notes to Editors

For all media enquiries, please contact the RAC press office team on +44
(0)1454 664 123. The line is manned by an on-call press officer outside
office hours.

Our press team can:

• Answer all RAC-related media enquiries
• Provide comment on all topical UK motoring stories
• Provide motoring research and data to inform debate
• Give motoring advice for broadcast or publication
• Arrange interviews with RAC spokespeople - ISDN radio studio

facilities available

You can also follow the RAC press office on Twitter: twitter.com/RACPress

About the RAC

First formed in 1897 the RAC has been looking after the needs of its members
and championing the interests of motorists for more than 120 years.

Today it has more than eight million members and is one of the UK’s most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of
its members and UK motorists at a national level. This includes voicing
concerns about the increasing cost of motoring, particularly the price of fuel
and the high level of tax levied on it, advancing levels of road safety, and

http://www.rac.co.uk/potholeguide
http://www.twitter.com/RACPress


supporting the needs of all drivers, from young to old.

The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring – first published in 1989 – provides a
clear insight into the concerns and issues facing today’s motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow
#racfuelwatch on Twitter. RAC Fuel Watch is a comprehensive guide to the
latest UK unleaded petrol and diesel prices – both at the wholesale level and
at the pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices changed through the
previous month and compares the most recent prices with those from three,
six and 12 months before.

Key facts:

• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on
average within 30 minutes

• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’
vehicles going again

• 92% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends
and family
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Contact the RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
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