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Latest drink-drive casualty figures up 7%
to 9,040 in 2016

The latest Department for Transport estimate of road casualties for 2016
show a 7% increase from 2015 and 230 fatalities resulting from an accident
where at least one driver or rider was over the legal alcohol limit.

RAC road safety spokesman Pete Williams said: “These statistics are very
disappointing. The number of KSI (killed and seriously injured) accidents
involving illegal levels of alcohol have been relatively stable for a number of
years but are now worryingly showing an increase. We are concerned that this
may be the start of a trend to which the Government must be vigilant.

“We need to understand whether it is the hard core of habitual heavy drinkers
or growth in the number of drivers who admit that they occasionally drive
knowing they are over the limit. Either way the message is the same – drink
driving ruins lives and makes our roads more dangerous.

“In 2017 our Report on Motoring revealed that 8% of drivers admitted that
they had driven shortly after drinking and this rose to 14% for those under
45.

“What is clear is that a majority of drivers (59%) would support a reduction in
the legal blood-alcohol limit – similar to that in Scotland - where it has been
cut from 80 milligrams of alcohol per 100 millilitres of blood to 50
milligrams – or lower.”



The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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