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RAC advises drivers to get prepared with
arrival of the next cold snap

With the arrival of colder weather this weekend and the prospect of snow and
ice for much of the country, RAC spokesman Simon Williams said:

“With the beast from the East forecast to take another bite at Britain,
motorists who have to be on the road at the weekend need to prepare
themselves properly. With so many cases of vehicles being stranded on major
routes in the last cold snap we are urging everyone to make sure they have
a winter emergency breakdown kit in their cars so they aren’t caught out
should the worst happen.

“This should include a fully charged mobile phone and back-up portable
power bank, boots, a warm waterproof coat, a blanket or sleeping bag, some
food and drink and an ice scraper. It would also be advisable to carry a shovel
and some old carpet as it gives drivers a chance of being able to get their
vehicles going again if they get stuck in snow.

“If the snow risk is high by far the best advice is not to drive unless it is
absolutely essential. As this bad weather is due to hit at the weekend it
should affect fewer motorists as the need to drive is not as great as it is in
the working week.

“Motorists planning to drive should also ensure their vehicles are fully
prepared to reduce the chance of breaking down in the first place. Good tyre
tread is essential in snowy and icy conditions to give the maximum possible
grip, and leaving up to 10 times the gap between you and the car in front is
essential to give sufficient stopping time.

“It is also vital that motorists top up with a good quality screenwash which
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protects down to around at least -15C. In the late February freeze we dealt
with thousands of drivers who had fallen foul of using poor quality, ready-
made screenwash which froze giving them no way of keeping their
windscreens clear.”

The RAC website carries comprehensive advice and guidance on driving in
colder weather.

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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Contacts

RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request
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