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RAC calls on new Transport Secretary to
keep motorists' needs front of mind

With the arrival of the new Prime Minister and Transport Secretary, the RAC’s
Nick Lyes said:

“A new Prime Minister and changes to the Cabinet could mean a change of
priorities. Motorists have in recent years benefitted from a prolonged fuel
duty freeze and a focus on upgrading the strategic road network. But what
motorists need in this era of uncertainty is clarity that the Government will
continue to be on their side. This means helping motorists, businesses and
the economy by not increasing fuel duty, and sticking with the long-term
vision of investment for our strategic road network. Traffic volumes are now
at record levels and to avoid gridlock the RAC seeks assurances that the Road
Investment Strategy will continue to be implemented in full, and that
guarantees for investment beyond 2020 will be kept.

“It is also vitally important that the new Transport Secretary and Chancellor
work together to come up with a long-term funding solution to improve the
state of local roads. Potholes are causing damage to our nation’s vehicles -
as the RAC reported, in 2015 there was a 24% year-on-year rise in pothole
damage related call-outs. The state of our local roads is now so serious that
motorists tell usthat fixing the problem is their number one priority.

“The Government will also have decisions to make about implementing clean
air zones and improving road safety. Given the important part Britain’s 38
million motorists play in the country’s economic health, prioritising their
needs is absolutely essential.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
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at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service - with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year - it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC - the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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