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RAC reacts to cuts to plug-in car grant
that take effect today

Commenting on the announcement that the plug-in car grant has
unexpectedly been cut today, and will now only apply to lower-priced electric
vehicles, RAC head of roads policy Nicholas Lyes said:

“Ministers seem to talk-the-talk when it comes to encouraging people into
cleaner vehicles, but cutting the plug-in car grant certainly isn’t walking the
walk. While it’s understandable to focus grants on the affordable end of the
market where there’s the best opportunity for greater take-up, the industry



has been hit hard by the pandemic and incentives to get consumers to go
green remain vital in encouraging the sale clean new cars. The extent to
which drivers might delay upgrading their vehicles as a result of the
economic effects of the coronavirus is also yet to be seen, which makes the
timing of this announcement all the more surprising.

“Even though more models are coming on to the market, our research
suggests upfront cost remains a concern to drivers when comparing the cost
of an electric vehicle with a similarly sized conventional vehicle. By cutting
the grant, the Government may risk people holding on to their older, more
polluting vehicles for longer.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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