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RAC reacts to figures that show 10,000
drivers have been caught twice for being
distracted at the wheel

RAC road safety spokesman Pete Williams said: “These shocking figures
reveal the scale of the task in hand to reverse the relaxed attitudes of
persistent offenders and to change driver behaviours. It will be interesting to
see what impact the new increased penalties will have but with a
significantly reduced presence of dedicated roads policing officers some will
doubt they will bring about the behavioural change we need.

“We need a concerted effort by the Government, the police and the courts



using a combination of tougher penalties, targeted enforcement and a hard-
hitting education campaign to tackle what has become a desperate problem
for society.

“It is time for motorists to accept their personal responsibility to drive safely
and to observe the law. No call, text, post or tweet can be that important – it
really can wait. Smart drivers will have already made their own personal
commitment not to use a handheld device when driving. We need all drivers,
young and old, to listen to the harrowing stories we have heard this week
about families devastated as a result of accidents caused by a distracted
driver preoccupied by their phone and make the right choice by ditching the
handheld smartphone at the wheel.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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