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RAC responds to results of Christmas
drink and drug-driving campaign

RAC chief engineer David Bizley said: “It's a good to see the new drug-driving
law is being enforced, but it is worrying that the December campaign caught
so many motorists breaking the law with 50% of those tested proving to be
over the limit. Clearly, this kind of testing needs to be carried out constantly
to help reduce the number of motorists who are prepared to drive having
taken illegal or prescription drugs that impair safe conduct at the wheel.

“Regrettably, our research shows a sizeable minority of motorists (37%) do
not believe the new law will reduce the number of drug-drivers on the roads.



This is largely because drug-drivers are viewed as risk-takers and so more
likely to ignore such a law and risk being caught.

“Findings from the RAC Report on Motoring also confirmed once again that
drug-drivers are much more likely to be drink-drivers. Of the 6% who admit to
driving under the influence of drugs, two-thirds (4%) also claim to have
driven under the influence of alcohol.

“If a police officer suspects that a motorist is driving under the influence of
both drink and drugs, they will normally test for alcohol only because this is
far cheaper and simpler than testing for illegal drugs and the penalties are
similar for both offences. The figures published by the police for positive drug
tests are therefore likely to understate the number of motorists caught when
driving under the influence of drugs.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service - with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year - it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC - the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.
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Visit the RAC website.
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