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Motorists strongly supportive of efforts
to tackle air quality, including bans for the
most polluting vehicles

Motorists, sometimes viewed as part of the problem when it comes to
Britain’s air quality, also want to be part of the solution with an increasing
number concerned about emissions and a majority wanting bolder action to
be taken, new data from the RAC Report on Motoring 2016 has found.*

A clear majority (66%) of motorists surveyed this year said they want stronger
action to be taken to reduce vehicle pollution in areas where air quality is
poorest with drivers aged 65 and over most in favour of stricter action (78%
wanting action, compared to an average of 64% among other age groups).
Less than one in 10 drivers (9%) did not think more action was needed.

On 2nd November the High Court ruled against the Government over its
published plans for tackling poor air quality. The decision means ministers
must now come up with further proposals.

When it comes to what action is taken, motorists are supportive of both
charges for the dirtiest vehicles entering polluted areas (55% agree, against
20% who disagree) and outright bans on vehicles entering the most polluted
areas (55% agree, against 18% who disagree). And it is motorists who live in
towns and cities - who are most likely to be impacted by any future charges
or bans - that are most in favour of such action (with 57% of this group
supportive of charges, 60% supportive of bans).

More than half of all drivers (57%) also said they were keen on charges being
levied on diesel vehicles that do not comply with the latest Euro 6 emission
standards when entering city and town centres where air quality is poor and.

http://www.rac.co.uk/report-on-motoring


Euro 6 has applied to all new cars sold since 1 September 2015. A significant
minority (42%) also said they supported charges for all diesel vehicles
entering areas with the poorest air quality, though 30% oppose this.

More broadly, concern about local air quality is growing, the research
suggests. Four in 10 (41%) motorists surveyed said they were more concerned
about air quality in their local area than 12 months ago, against 24% who
were not, rising to 51% of those aged 17 to 24 years old. The highest level of
concern again came from those motorists most likely to be personally
affected by steps to tackle air quality – those that live in urban areas (52%
stated they were more concerned than a year ago).

Last year, the Government launched proposals that would require those UK
cities with the poorest air quality to create Clean Air Zones, and by 2020 five
local authorities were required to create specific zones by taking steps to
bring air quality to within acceptable limits. The original plans, backed by
56% of drivers surveyed, also provided a framework for other local authorities
to introduce clean air zones so that only the most polluting vehicles, such as
older HGVs and buses were to be targeted and motorists were not faced with
different, and in some cases incompatible, approaches from area to area.

As a result of the High Court decision of 2 November, the proposals are now
subject to urgent review, and could result in older, more polluting private
vehicles also being included in the proposals. The RAC strongly believes that
the framework for clean air zones proposed in the original plan should be
retained even if more vehicles need to be brought into scope of the
restrictions imposed.

However, the financial incentives for motorists to switch to a cleaner vehicle
appear to be disappearing. Grants offered through the Government’s plug-in
grant scheme, which incentivises the take-up of plug-in hybrid and electric
vehicles, have in some cases been reduced and there is no certainty of any
further extension of the current scheme beyond March 2018. And a change in
Vehicle Excise Duty bands from 1 April 2017 will largely wipe out the tax
benefits of switching to new plug-in hybrid vehicles after the first year of
ownership.

RAC chief engineer David Bizley said: “Our research indicates motorists, who
are sometimes seen as the enemy when it comes to air quality, actually want
to see more done to improve poor air quality that is blighting some local



areas – suggesting they want to be part of the solution themselves. But we
need a considered and consistent approach to tackling the problem.

“Today’s vehicles are the cleanest ever and even the latest diesels, which
have come under the spotlight over the last 12 months, emit a tiny fraction of
the nitrogen dioxide and particulates compared to previous generations of
diesel vehicles. But we are concerned that some of the incentives to
encourage motorists to make the switch from older, less efficient vehicles are
fading away.

“The plug-in grant scheme, which has already encouraged the uptake of over
50,000 vehicles since 2011 is a welcome short-term solution but may come
to an end in March 2018. And changes to Vehicle Excise Duty from next
spring will mean the annual tax benefit of opting for all but a zero emissions
vehicle are removed after the first year of ownership, as motorists will pay
the same amount to tax an ultra-low emission city car as the largest and
least-efficient sports utility vehicles.

"And anyone purchasing a new car with a list price of over £40,000, including
zero-emission and plug-in hybrid vehicles, will have to pay an annual £310
supplementary tax for the first five years of ownership.

“There has never been a better time for the Government to set out its long-
term approach to incentivise the transition to lower emission, cleaner
vehicles. The establishment of Clean Air Zones, which rightly focus on some
of the most polluting types of vehicles including buses, taxis and HGVs, can
play a part in tackling poor air quality locally but on its own it is not enough.

“Local authorities can potentially do more to help too – for instance by
notifying motorists and residents when air quality is particularly bad so as to
encourage them to seek alternative travel options. Local authorities should
also investigate the extent to which idling engines and poor traffic flow are
contributing to poor local air quality, and where appropriate tackle the
associated congestion problems.

“It is important that local authorities which decide to implement Clean Air
Zones allow local residents and businesses sufficient time to switch from
polluting vehicles to something cleaner. Many of the purchasers of small
diesel vehicles in recent years have done so because of their fuel efficiency
and low carbon dioxide emissions. It would be unreasonable to penalise the



owners of such vehicles by imposing charges with little notice and without
regard for how frequently the vehicle is used, and therefore how much it is in
practice contributing to poor air quality.

“Finally, motorists can also play their part by making sure they do not
unnecessarily add to the poor air quality problem – for instance by avoiding a
known problem area altogether, switching their engine off when stationary or
by considering alternative means of accessing town and city centres.

“In light of the High Court ruling, ministers may be tempted to set up a diesel
scrappage scheme, but research suggests that not only would this be very
costly, but there are doubts as to whether it will make much difference. An
enhanced plug-in grant scheme could be an alternative for ministers to
consider.”

Notes to Editors

* The RAC Report on Motoring 2016 is based on a large-scale internet survey
carried out by Quadrangle on behalf of the RAC. In total, Quadrangle
interviewed 1,714 British motorists (i.e. those who hold a current driving
licence and drive at least once a month).

About the RAC

With more than eight million members, the RAC is one of the UK's most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of
its members and UK motorists at a national level, including advancing levels
of road safety, supporting the needs of young drivers and voicing concerns
about the increasing cost of motoring. The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring
– first published in 1989 – provides a clear insight into the concerns and
issues facing today’s motorists.

http://www.racfoundation.org/research/environment/diesel-scrappage-scheme-research
http://www.racfoundation.org/research/environment/diesel-scrappage-scheme-research
http://www.rac.co.uk/advice/reports-on-motoring


For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow
#racfuelwatch on Twitter. This is a comprehensive guide to the latest UK
unleaded petrol and diesel prices – both at the wholesale level and at the
pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices changed through the previous
month and compares the most recent prices with those from three, six and 12
months before.

Key facts:

• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on
average within 30 minutes

• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’
vehicles going again

• 92% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends
and family
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